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Cover Artist

The original photograph used for the cover

Whenever my father travelled on work, Amma ji, our old
landlady, would taunt my mother, ‘Ghiya ji ki bahu, mero
miyo ghar nahi, mujhe kisi ko dar nahi'. It literally
translates to — ‘I fear nothing, because my man is not
home'. When the men were at work, the women were free
to do as they pleased. They could step out, meet up with
friends, hang out. Much like in the photograph that |
chose to create the cover image for this issue of Arts
lllustrated. Three women posing with two children...I could
not help but imagine them to be my mother, my mausi
(my mother’s sister) and my maami ji (my mother’s sister
in-law), and the children as though they were my brother
and |. | recall going to places with them as a child, to the
beauty parlour, the blouse tailor, the temple, walking
narrow lanes, eating paani poori, and orange candies.
And Amma ji's prying eyes at the end of the day.

| grew up believing that women must remain scared of
their husbands. That is why they step out only when the
men-folk were not around. For most of my life | have
witnessed issues about liberty for women around me. |
have questioned their relationship with men — with their

fathers, husbands, co-workers, or mere co-passengers in
public transport. | assumed that | would grow up to be
more empathetic.

The cover of this issue is about this strange dichotomy
that a woman's life is. Between time and space where she
can be as she pleases to be, and where she must confer
to forced rules. Between a virtual world and the real one.
Between tradition and modernity. Between what is
intimate and what is public. And often this divide does not
exist in the physical space. It is intangible, one that is born
in the mind, constantly fed to the heart through centuries
of cultural conditioning.

And now, in my work, she ushers in a new era through
some kind of a Blue Screen — embracing and rejecting,
adapting and shifting through a multitude of dimensions.
In a state of transit. Painting a reality that she likes, finding
a safe space, escaping into nothingness. Celebrating the
divide that has been a foundation of sorts. Resetting.
Refreshing. Rebooting.

Nandan Ghiya

Studio assistants: Mukesh Vijay and Sitaram Jangid
Profile photograph: Vigyan Anand
Cover page curated by Rahul Kumar






